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YEAR 1 NUMERACY CHECK PILOT
Wednesday 25 August - Friday 11 September

The Year 1 Numeracy Check Pilot provides Victorian government schools with an opportunity to trial a

Year 1 Numeracy Check. Participating schools will administer the check, collect student response data,
and provide feedback on the test content and administration processes.

This document provides information and instructions for classroom teachers participating in the Pilot. No

prior experience with PAT assessments or screeners is required.

What to expect from the Year 1 Numeracy Check

The Year 1 Numeracy Check comprises three sections:

1. Practice section — A short video that teachers play/demonstrate to the whole class before

administering the Independent and Interview sections.

2. Independent section — The first section, which takes approximately 7—8 minutes to complete.
Small groups of 5—6 students complete this section on their own device (tablet preferred*) with
headphones and teacher supervision. ACER recommends teachers log in to devices for

students prior to commencing this section.

3. Interview section — The final section, which takes approximately 6—7 minutes to complete per
student. This section becomes available as soon as a student completes the Independent
section. Teachers need to prepare a small number of resources (one set per class) before

conducting the interview with each student.

Results are available immediately after the Interview section is completed.

*administration of the Independent Section via tablet devices is preferred to reduce the requirements for

students to use a mouse or trackpad, which they may be less familiar with
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Before testing

1. Download and print student login details
These can be accessed via the STUDENTS page of your school's OARS account.

Step-by-step instructions are available here: student login details

2. Download and print the Resource Pack (PDF)

You will need the following printable resources to administer the Interview section:

Resource pack

Ensure you:
e print single sided
e print on good quality/thick paper (avoid thin paper, which makes resources transparent to
students during the test)
e do not staple the pages
e Kkeep the pages in the order they are printed

e print one copy per teacher/class (resources are to be reused for all students)

3. Prepare additional materials
These additional materials are required when administering the Interview section:
e 17 counters — all the same colour
e blank paper (one page per student) or a mini whiteboard
e pencil or whiteboard marker

We recommend keeping the resources together in a tub, plastic pocket or paper envelope.
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https://schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/articles/22632461720473-Student-login-details
https://schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/article_attachments/17218495819791
https://schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/article_attachments/17218495819791

Administering the Year 1 Numeracy Check

1.

Practice section

Demonstrate the Practice section to the whole class

The Practice section is the first section of the Year 1 Numeracy Check. It is designed to help students
become familiar with navigating the test and responding to different item types.

The Practice section can be demonstrated to the whole class by playing the pre-recorded video
available via this link.

Alternatively, you can demonstrate the Practice section yourself using the step-by-step instructions and

script provided in Appendix A.

Independent section
Administer the Independent section to students in small groups of up to 5-6.

Each student will require their own device (tablet preferred) with headphones. If using tablets, ensure
they are landscape orientation (horizontal). Before testing, check that headphones are plugged in,

working correctly and set to an appropriate volume.
ACER recommends that teachers log in for students prior to commencing testing:

1) Load your school’'s OARS account in the web browser on the student’s device (example below).

The Online Assessment and Reporting System (OARS)

'Q
CF A - [ % s
ur >cho 3
Your 5chao v
=

2) Enter the student’s username and password (as per the login details you printed previously).

3) Click the green Log in button.
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https://vimeo.com/1218769199/6f769774b6?ct=1786941695330

4) Check that the student’s name appears correctly at the top of screen (example below).

Welcome, Tom Holland

PAT Early Numeracy Pilot 2

Screener
Last updated: 13th August 2026, 09:00am °

Note: This screen shows all assessments currently assigned to students. Schools using other

ACER online assessments may see those assessments listed here as well.

Once students are seated at their devices, if they can read their own names, say:

Raise your hand if the name on the screen is not your own name.

Once you have confirmed that all students see their own name, say:

Please tap the word “Screener” to open the test. Then wait for my next instruction.

Each student’s test will open and look like this:

Holland, Tom

Screener

Once all students’ tests are open, say:
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Once you start the test, you will listen to a voice and complete some practice questions.
If you have any questions or cannot hear the voice, raise your hand.

Please put your headphones on, and then tap the arrow to start the test.

Check that your students have understood the directions and have started the test.

Monitor and supervise students until all students in the group have completed their Independent

section.

You can answer students’ questions about the test but not the test content.

Notes:
o Audio replay: Students can replay the audio for most items by tapping the blue audio

button in the bottom left corner and/or the response buttons.

¢ No back button: Students do not have access to a back button. It is not possible to return
to previous questions. Each question must be completed before progressing to the next.

This is an intentional design feature, not a technical limitation.

o Autosave: Student’s responses are saved automatically. If the test session is interrupted,
all previous responses will be stored and the last unanswered question will load upon the

next login.

¢ English as an Additional Language and Diverse learners: Provide reasonable
adjustments for students, consistent with those used in the student’s everyday classroom
learning. At the end of the Year 1 Numeracy Check, you will be asked to enter details

regarding the adjustments and/or additional support provided for each student.

Administration checkpoint

After a student completes the Independent section, a message on screen advises the student to let

their teacher know they have finished.

STOP
You have finished.

Let your teacher know.

Teacher: tap the arrow to go to the next screen.
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Tap the arrow, as instructed on screen.

You will then see this screen:

Teacher:

To begin the interview tasks now, enter the current calendar year in the passcode
field and click 'Enter’.

To complete the interview tasks later, close the browser. Progress is saved and you'll
return to this screen when you log back in.

When you are ready to start the Interview section with the student, you will need to enter the
passcode (“2026”) and click Enter.

If starting the Interview section at a later time, the student’s browser/device can be closed.

Interview section

You will interview each student individually. Each interview will take approximately 6—7 minutes.
You will need the printed resources and additional materials outlined in the Resource pack.
The Interview section can be administered at your convenience and on any device.

Where practical, ACER recommends sitting opposite the student. This helps ensure students

cannot see your screen as the correct response is displayed on screen for most items.

If administering the Interview section immediately after the student has completed their Independent

section, enter the passcode on screen using the student’s device.

If administering the Interview section at a later date or time, log in to your school's OARS account
with the student’s username and password. You will be directed to the student dashboard, where

the incomplete test will appear (as per the example below):

Welcome, Tom Holland

PAT Early Numeracy Pilot 2

Last updated: 13th August 2026, 09:17pm
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https://schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/article_attachments/17218495819791

Click on the test to re-open it.

Holland, Tom

Screener

Tap on the arrow to re-start the test.

You will return to the administration checkpoint screen that you saw previously, prompting you to

enter the current calendar year.

Type “2026” in the box and tap ‘Enter’:

Teacher:

To begin the interview tasks now, enter the current calendar year in the passcode
field and click 'Enter'.

Passcode: E

To complete the interview tasks later, close the browser. Progress is saved and you'll
return to this screen when you log back in.

You will then be prompted to answer a question regarding the device the student used to complete

the Independent section.
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What device did the student use to complete the independent tasks?

C: )

Android tablet

Desktop with mouse

Laptop with mouse or touchpad

Chromebook with mouse or touchpad

N\
WA WAL WL W

Not sure or other

Select the device, then tap the arrow to load the Interview section.

Notes:

¢ In-test guidance: Instructions and scripted text appear on screen for all interview items.

e Resources: A thumbnail image of any resources required will be displayed on screen for
each item. Examples are provided below:

Subitising

Read: For this question, you will need the following resources:

Printed
PDF NSTL21904.pdf

.
.

Adding and subtracting

Read: For this question you will not need any resources.

e Entering responses: Once the student provides their response (answer) to each interview

item, you need to select the most appropriate response option on screen.

¢ Reminder prompts: If you click the arrow without selecting a response, a reminder prompt
will appear on screen:
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& Please select an answer before proceeding

e Back arrow: You can go back to a previous question to check which response you selected.

Once the Interview section is complete, you will be prompted to answer some additional questions

about the student, regarding:
e additional learning needs
e test administration adjustments or accommodations provided

e the student’s level of engagement

Thank you!

Please select the 'x' button to submit.

< B

Click the ‘X’ to submit the test.

You will be returned to the student dashboard. Log out via the student’s username in the top right

corner.
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Results

Results are provisional and are reported in the context of the pilot study.

Results are immediately available via the ACER Data Explorer within your school’'s OARS account

after students complete the Check. You will need to log in with your own (teacher) username and

password to view the results.

Log in to your school's OARS account (e.g. https://oars.acer.edu.au/your-school-name).

1
2. Go to the Reports page

3. Select PAT Early Numeracy Screener
4. Select the ACER Data Explorer

Select a report to generate

B PAT Early Numeracy Screener .
AR\ )\CER Data Explorer
[ ] i )
Select report A\ /4 This report allows you to view and analyse ybur students’ results in one location. Your student cohort, reporting window, and

report type can be selected and changedsithin the report itself.

Select report options

' Test Usage Report
For use across your whole school or any selection of students; this report allows you to monitor test administration progress

and view the numbers of tests that are assigned, started, completed or not yet assigned.

Three report types are available and further information and support is available via the support article links
below:

1. Summary report

S——— . v (@ e ) (e rven )

@ PAT Early Numeracy Screener ) 01/08/2026 - 05/08/2025 48 29 results

i Tarh m e S e s e

2. Student report
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https://schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/sections/19780052056089-ACER-Data-Explorer
https://schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/articles/16917538868623-Using-the-Summary-report-PAT-Early-Numeracy-Screener
https://schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/articles/16938815400335-Using-the-Student-report-PAT-Early-Numeracy-Screener

& Student report: Jim Carrey x

& Screener [ 2026 AB8 Year 1 0 ssaut ) (& Expot =

e o @© o @ o0 ® © & © 0 © ©0 0 © © © 0 0 & 0 ® © 0 ©& & © © O O ©

3. ltem performance report

.....

wln|[-Telaf-T-T-Te[-Tc]-T-T-1-T-7-

All reports can be exported from the OARS platform via the EXPORT button at the top right of each screen.

For further support with generating reports, please contact the ACER School Support Team:

Phone: 1300 006 577
Email: school.support@acer.org
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https://schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/articles/16938895752079-Using-the-Item-Performance-report-PAT-Early-Numeracy-Screener
mailto:school.support@acer.org

Teacher feedback

You will be asked to complete two short feedback surveys after you have administered the Year 1
Numeracy Check:

1. Test administration feedback survey

2. Year 1 Numeracy Check report feedback survey.

Your valuable feedback is critical for informing development of the final version of the Year 1 Numeracy
Check.
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Wr4caixyvM

Troubleshooting

Common troubleshooting steps are outlined below. If you encounter any further problems when
administering the tests, ACER’s School Support Team is available to provide assistance, 8am-5pm
Monday-Friday:

Phone: 1300 006 577
Email: school.support@acer.org

Why can’t | log my student in?
e Logins are case sensitive. Check that the username and password are being entered correctly.

e Some devices and browsers will automatically capitalise some words or automatically fill login fields
with saved details. Overwrite these automatic suggestions by entering the login details into each

field. If the problem persists, check the browser or device settings, or use another web browser.

o Check that the login details are correct by reviewing the student’s details in OARS. Log into your
school’'s OARS account with your staff login details (teacher dashboard) and click on the student’s

name on the Students page to check their username and password.

Why is the Year 1 Numeracy Check not appearing for a student?

The test is not currently assigned to the student. Either the student has already completed the test OR a
test needs to be assigned. Please contact ACER’s School Support Team to check and assign the test to
your student.

An item (question) is not working as expected— what should | do?
Select the ‘refresh’ button in your browser or log out and log back in again.

If the item is still not working, try a different device.
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APPENDICES

Appendix A: Practice section demonstration

Step-by-step instructions
1. Log into your school's OARS account
2. Go to the Students page.
3. Click on the Tests button at the top left and select Preview from the drop-down menu.

A pop-up box will open with two drop-down boxes:

Test preview x
Select test

PAT Early Nurneracy Pilot 2 v
Select form

Practice v

4. Within the Select test drop-down box, select PAT Early Numeracy Pilot 2.
5. Within the Select form drop-down box, select Practice.
6. Click Preview.

The practice test will load in a new tab.

preview

Practice

7. Open the Practice section demonstration script and click the arrow to begin.
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Appendix B: Tranche 2 timeline

Wed 22 July — Tue 24 August

Update student records

The Year 1 Numeracy Check is administered to Year 1 students through ACER’s Online Assessment
and Reporting System (OARS) platform. Participating schools are required to check that all Year 1
students have up-to-date records within their OARS account by close of business, Monday 24
August.

Tue 18 & Wed 19 August OR Mon 24 August

Professional learning

ACER is providing professional learning to support understanding and administration of the Year 1

Numeracy Check. Modules 1, 2, 3 & 4 will be delivered via webinars on:

e Tuesday 18 August (Modules 1 & 2)
and

e Wednesday 19 August (Modules 3 & 4)
OR

e Monday 24 August (Modules 1, 2, 3 & 4)

All webinars will be recorded and made available via the secure MyCloud resource pack:

URL.: https://mycloud.acer.edu.au/s/6yheYLUe8bFhc32

Password: 2026Y1NCTranche?2

Tue 25 August

Tests assigned

Schools do not need to assign tests. ACER will assign the Year 1 Numeracy Check to all Year 1 students
in participating schools’ OARS accounts on the morning of Tuesday 25 August.

If you add a new student after ACER has assigned test forms or if you notice there are students in your
account who have not been assigned a test, please send their details securely to ACER via

https://schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/requests/new or via phone: 1300 006 577

Wed 26 August — Fri 11 September

Testing window

The Year 1 Numeracy Check can be administered to students at any time during this period.
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